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Bishkek’s industrial zones

Background 

Bishkek’s urban industrial zones stretch w
est to east along 

the railroad tracks, covering over 1,272 hectares of land. The zones not 
only occupy a huge part of the city, they also stretch along the center 
of the East-W

est axis of the city, strongly integrating industry into the 
city fabric. But the zones are closed and isolated behind fences. For 
the regular observer w

ho does not w
ork at the industrial zones or visit 

there frequently, the area m
ight look abandoned and dem

olished. But 
in fact, our research revealed that there is quite a lot of life going on 
behind those w

alls. The aim
 of this research is to introduce the indus-

trial zones to Kyrgyz citizens, to understand how
 the industrial zones 

in Bishkek function and relate to the form
 of the city, and how

 they 
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as free-trade zones, export processing zones, special econom

ic zones, 
high-tech zones, freeports, enterprise zones, etc. This is because of 
differences in objectives, functions, econom

ic policies and term
inolo-

gies in different countries. From
 park to park there are different pro-

hsbn
t!boe!hpbmt/!Uivt-!uif!ef˕ojujpo!pg!joevtusjbm!qbslt!dbo!

tju
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bujpo!boe!jodmvtjwf!fdpopn

jft/!Uifsf-
fore, industrial policies have to be coordinated across disciplines, in-
cluding transportation, energy, infrastructure, labor, education, and 
m

ore (U
N

IDO). 
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H
igh Tech Park (H

TP)  

is an exam
ple of industrial 

policy in Kyrgyzstan.  H
TP is 



8 x
psltipqt!boe!ufssjupsz!x
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distances betw

een buildings and structures w
ere violated, sanitary 

boe!izhjfojd-!boe!˕sf!tbgfuz!boe!ufdiojdbm!sfrvjsfn
fout!x

fsf!jotvg˕-
ciently taken into account.

During the w
ar years, enterprises of the light m

anufacturing 
and food processing industries gave w

ay to m
etalw

orking and m
a-

chine-building industries. Construction w
as carried out at an accel-

erated pace, w
ith m

axim
um

 savings in building m
aterials. The size of M
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by the general plan - the eastern and w
estern parts of the city. They 

form
ed large hubs and industrial com

plexes w
ith com

m
on auxiliary 

industries and farm
s, engineering structures and netw

orks, and a sin-
hmf!tfswjdf!tztufn

!gps!x
pslfst/!Uif!dpfg˕djfou!pg!vtf!pg!ufssjupsjft!jo-

dsfbtfe-!uzqj˕dbujpo-!voj˕dbujpo!boe!tuboebsej{bujpo!x
fsf!x

jefmz!vtfe!
in design and construction. 

The industry in the capital w
as supposed to develop in coor-

dination w
ith the nearby cities - Tokm

ok, Kant, Kainda and others, that 
form

 an agglom
eration of the Chui Valley as a w

hole. 

Stage 4 Post-Soviet Era  

Bishkek is the largest econom
ic center on the territory of 

the Republic of Kyrgyzstan. Im
portant political and econom

ic changes 
took place at the end of the 20th century, w

hich led to the transform
a-

tion of the national econom
y; in particular, it led to the privatization 

and dow
nsizing of enterprises.

In the early 90s, there w
as a sharp decline in industrial pro-

duction. M
ost of the population w

ho w
orked at the enterprises found 

them
selves out of w

ork. In 1992, the volum
e of production decreased 

by 50 percent or m
ore - this directly affected the chem

ical, petro-
chem

ical, paint and varnish industries, and the production of electri-
cal m

easuring instrum
ents. The volum

e of production in m
echanical 

engineering and the food industry decreased by m
ore than 30%

. State 
industrial enterprises w

ere alm
ost com

pletely privatized. U
tility and 

w
arehouse facilities w

ere em
pty and often m

isused.

4.The Industrial Parks Today

For regular observers, the industrial zones are vague and 
confusing. It m

ight seem
 that they are abandoned and em

pty or on 
the other hand are engaged in heavy m

anufacturing. The research is 
aim

ed to understand and introduce the zones to Kyrgyz citizens. For 
the research SILK conducted several interview

s w
ith different people. 

For exam
ple, businessm

an and philanthropist Tolondu Toichubaev 
w

ho repurposed several old factory buildings into schools. Daniyar 
Am

analiev is another person w
ho ow

ns cow
orking centers in the city 

of Bishkek and Osh. 
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W
e also developed several surveys designed for business 

ow
ners in the Industrial Zones and people w

ho live near industrial 
zones (Annex). W

e piloted several surveys, w
hich correspond to the 

literature review
 conducted about the Industrial Zones in Bishkek. The 

aim
 of the survey for the business ow

ners is to understand how
 the 

facilities are available, w
hether there is central adm

inistration, any 
am

enities and so forth. The survey for residents is to understand how
 

the railroad, vehicle congestion on Lev Tolstoy street, noise and air 
pollution affects quality of life. In addition, the team

 conducted several 
˕fme!usjqt-

r
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1) W
est Industrial zone,

2) Bishkek M
achine Factory, 

3) M
aslo - Syr Baza, 

4) East Industrial zone, 
5) Free Econom

ic Zone
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W
est Industrial zone and 

M
achine Building factory

East Industrial zone  
and M

aslo-Syr-Baza
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3.The m
ain activities at the Industrial zones are storing, assem

bling,
and logistics.

4. Because of the m
any heavy trucks on the road, Lev Tolstoy is a heav-

jmz!usbg˕d.mpbefe!tusffu/!B!Qjmpu!tvswfz!bmtp!tvqqpsufe!uijt!pctfswbujpo/

5.Lev Tolstoy street and the railroad tracks serve as a barrier that
divides the city into northern and southern parts. A Pilot survey also
supported this observation.
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N
ew

 residential com
plex  

at the M
aslo-Syr -Baza
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Bilim
kana school, an old 

factory repurposed into  
a school 

retrieved from
  

https://data.kaktus.m
edia/

jn
bhf0cjh03131.1:.14`27.26.

46`99:487/kqh

Industrial building repurposed 
into school Sapat-Jal 

retrieved from
  

https://sapat.edu.kg/w
p-

content/uploads/2020/09/
dji_0508-scaled.jpg
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An industrial building in 
the eastern industrial 

zone repurposed into the 
Loft business center and 

production studio 

retrieved from
   

https://storage.yvision.kz/
im

ages/user/jolybolgish/

An industrial building 
repurposed into a bar 

retrieved from
  

https://i9.photo.2gis.
com

/im
ages/









22 3.Genk C-M
ine, Belgium

Located on the site of a form
er coal m

ine, Genk C-M
ine is 

a new
 cultural center in Belgium

. It becam
e an urban square w

ith 
a cultural, creative, design and entertainm

ent function. M
ost of the 
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3 Vision

Based on the literature review
 and interview

s w
ith different 

people, SILK cam
e up w

ith several strategies for how
 the industrial 

zones in Bishkek should be developed. As w
as stated in chapter one, 

the im
portant elem

ent of a strategic developm
ent is to approach it 

at the bigger scale. Ideally it should be an institutional collaboration 
betw

een econom
ists, politicians, business leaders, construction 

com
panies, residential associations, and urban planners.

First, w
e suggest building an electrical train on the existing 

tracks that w
ould reliably run every 30 m

ins to the cities and tow
ns to 

the east and w
est. 

Second, the logistics and assem
bly factories should relocate 

to the sm
aller cities, such as Kant, Ivanovka, Tokm

ok, Belovodskoe, 
Kara-Balta and Shopokovo. This relocation of industry w

ould create 
new

 job opportunities and developm
ent of industry sectors in the 

sm
aller cities. For Bishkek it w

ould help open gated industrial zones, 
sfmfbtf!Mfw!Upmtupz!gspn

!efotf!usbg˕d!boe!dsfbuf!pqqpsuvojujft!gps!
industries that w

ould not harm
 the environm

ent or create dense 
wfijdmf!usbg˕d/
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Third, establish several stops w
ithin the city, instead of only 

one existing train station.

Fourth, repurposing existing zones w
ould facilitate opening 

the zones for new
 vehicle and pedestrian routes. 
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30 Aydar Zhum
abaev

 
Aydar proposed a park instead of functioning w

arehouses, 
w

ith a variety of activities inside of it. H
e also proposed m

any recre-
ational activities w

ith tourist possibilities. H
e also proposed to open 

a boulevard through the Tokoldosh  neighborhood and open sm
all 

food businesses that could raise the local econom
y. H

e also proposed 
establishing a train m

useum
 on the existing railroad and a park for 

skateboarders.
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Ilias Asanaliev

 
Ilias developed a detailed proposal for new

 land uses, w
here 

he keeps the existing industrial zone, but proposes to open it, create 
m

ore am
enities, enlarge existing green zones and build new

 types of 
road sections.
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EX 2

И
ССЛЕДОВАНИ

Е ПРОМ
Ы

Ш
ЛЕННЫ

Х ЗОН БИ
Ш

КЕКА

!
ȅȬɀ!

ȭȮȯȤȩȶ!
ȧ
ȩȳȦȬȦȪ!

Ȃȩȹ
ȫȦȫȡ!

Ȱȱȯȭȼȹ
ȬȦȮȮȼȦ!

ȨȯȮȼ!
ȯȲȳȡȿ

ȳȲɀ!ȨȡȤȡȥȫȯȪ/!ȍ
ȼ!ȶȯȥȩȭ!ȩȬȩ!ȦȨȥȩȭ!Ȱȯ!ȴȬȩȷȦ!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ-!ȮȦ!

ȰȯȮȩȭȡɀ-!ȸȳȯ!ȰȱȯȩȲȶȯȥȩȳ!Ȩȡ!ȲȳȦȮȡȭȩ!ȩ!ȮȡȲȫȯȬȽȫȯ!ȣȡȧ
Ȯȼ!Ⱦȳȩ!ȨȯȮȼ!

ȥȬɀ!Ȯȡȹ
ȦȪ!ȾȫȯȮȯȭȩȫȩ/

!
Ȏ
ȦȢȯȬȽȹ

ȡɀ!ȫȯȭȡȮȥȡ!ȡȫȡȥȦȭȩȸȦȲȫȩȶ!ȡȱȶȩȳȦȫȳȯȱȯȣ!ȩ!
ȤȱȡȥȯȲȳȱȯȩȳȦȬȦȪ!Ȱȱȯȣȯȥȩȳ!ȩȲȲȬȦȥȯȣȡȮȩɀ!ȨȯȮ/!Ȏ

ȡȲ!ȩȮȳȦȱȦȲȴȿ
ȳ!

ȳȦȫȴȺ
ȩȦ!ȴȲȬȯȣȩɀ-!ȰȯȳȱȦȢȮȯȲȳȩ!ȱȡȢȯȳȯȥȡȳȦȬȦȪ!ȩ!





34 ȳȡȭȯȧȦȮȮȼȦ!ȴȲȬȴȤȩ!)ȩȭȰȯȱȳ!0!ȾȫȲȰȯȱȳ*!
ȯȢȺ

ȦȲȳȣȦȮȮȯȦ!ȰȩȳȡȮȩȦ!ȥȬɀ!ȱȡȢȯȸȩȶ!`````````````
ȭȦȲȳȯ!ȥȬɀ!ȣȲȳȱȦȸ!```````````````````````````
ȥȯȲȳȴȰ!ȫ!ȰȯȲȳȡȣȺ

ȩȫȡȭ!``````````````
ȫȡȸȦȲȳȣȯ!ȱȡȢȯȸȦȪ!ȲȩȬȼ!````````````````````````````
ȴȱȯȣȦȮȽ!ȹ

ȴȭȡ!```````````````````````
ȫȡȸȦȲȳȣȯ!ȣȯȨȥȴȶȡ````````````````````````````````
ȥȦȳȲȫȩȪ!Ȳȡȥ!``````````````````````````
ȯȳȫȱȼȳȯȦ!ȰȱȯȲȳȱȡȮȲȳȣȯ!ȥȬɀ!ȯȳȥȼȶȡ-!ȴȰȱȡȧ

ȮȦȮȩȦ!`````````````
ȅȱȴȤȯȪ````````````````````````````

Ȑ
ȯȧ

ȡȬȴȪȲȳȡ-!ȰȱȯȫȯȭȭȦȮȳȩȱȴȪȳȦ!Ȭȿ
ȢȼȦ!ȴȲȬȴȤȩ-!ȫȯȳȯȱȼȭ!ȣȼ!

ȰȯȲȳȡȣȩȬȩ!ȯȷȦȮȫȴ!2!ȩȬȩ!6/!Ȑ
ȯȧ

ȡȬȴȪȲȳȡ!ȴȫȡȧ
ȩȳȦ-!ȢȼȬ!Ȭȩ!ȵȡȫȳȯȱ!

ȲȦȨȯȮ!ȮȡȰȱȩȭȦȱ!ȬȦȳȯ!ȩȬȩ!Ȩȩȭȡ/
___________________________________________

Șȳȯ!ȭȯȤȬȩ!ȲȥȦȬȡȳȽ!ȭȦȮȦȥȧȦȱȼ!ȣȡȹ
ȦȪ!ȩȮȥȴȲȳȱȩȡȬȽȮȯȪ!ȨȯȮȼ-!ȸȳȯȢȼ!

ȣȡȹ
!ȢȩȨȮȦȲ!ȲȳȡȬ!ȴȲȰȦȹ

ȮȦȦ@!ȏȳȭȦȳȽȳȦ!ȳȱȩ!)4*!ȩȨȭȦȮȦȮȩɀ-!ȫȯȳȯȱȼȦ!
Ȣȴȥȴȳ!ȩȭȦȳȽ!ȮȡȩȢȯȬȽȹ

ȦȦ!ȨȮȡȸȦȮȩȦ/!
Ȭȴȸȹ

Ȧ!ȥȯȱȯȤȩ!ȣȮȴȳȱȩ!ȨȯȮȼ
• 

ȢȯȬȦȦ!ȸȡȲȳȯȦ!ȧȦȬȦȨȮȯȥȯȱȯȧ
ȮȯȦ!ȲȯȯȢȺ

ȦȮȩȦ
• 

ȢȯȬȦȦ!ȮȡȥȦȧ
Ȯȡɀ!ȭȯȺ

ȮȯȲȳȽ
• 

ȢȯȬȽȹ
Ȧ!ȣȯȥȼ

• 
Ȭȴȸȹ

ȩȪ!ȥȯȲȳȴȰ!ȫ!ȰȯȲȳȡȣȺ
ȩȫȡȭ

• 
Ȭȴȸȹ

Ȧ!ȬȡȮȥȹ
ȡȵȳȮȼȪ!ȥȩȨȡȪȮ

• 
ȢȯȬȦȦ!ȴȥȯȢȮȼȪ!ȥȯȲȳȴȰ!ȫ!ȭȦȶȡȮȩȸȦȲȫȩȭ!ȷȦȶȡȭ

• 
ȱȦȲȴȱȲȼ!ȥȬɀ!ȰȱȯȳȯȳȩȰȩȱȯȣȡȮȩɀ!Ȱȱȯȥȴȫȳȯȣ

• 
ȂȯȬȦȦ!ȫȡȸȦȲȳȣȦȮȮȡɀ!ȱȡȢȯȸȡɀ!ȲȩȬȡ!////!ȥȬɀ!ȫȡȫȯȪ!ȱȡȢȯȳȼ@!
ȮȡȰȱȩȭȦȱ!ȭȡȹ

!ȩȮȯȲȳȱȯȦȮȩȦ-!ȫȯȭȰȽȿ
ȳȦȱȼ-!ȰȱȯȩȨȣȯȥȲȳȣȯ

• 
ȂȯȬȽȹ

Ȧ-!ȢȯȬȦȦ!ȫȡȸȦȲȳȣȦȮȮȯȦ!ȰȩȳȡȮȩȦ
• 

ȂȯȬȽȹ
Ȧ!ȱȦȲȴȱȲȯȣ!ȥȬɀ!ȣȲȳȱȦȸ-!ȳȱȦȮȩȮȤȯȣ-!ȭȦȱȯȰȱȩɀȳȩȪ

• 
ȅȱȴȤȯȪ

• 9/!ȃ!ȫȡȫȯȦ!ȥȱȴȤȯȦ!ȰȱȦȥȰȱȩɀȳȩȦ!ȣȼ!Ȣȼ!ȰȦȱȦȫȣȡȬȩȵȩȷȩȱȯȣȡȬȩ!Ȣȼ!
ȣȡȹ

Ȧ!ȨȥȡȮȩȦ!ȩȬȩ!ȣȲȿ
!ȨȯȮȴ@

   Ȓȫȡȧ
ȩȳȦ-!Ȱȯȧ

ȡȬȴȪȲȳȡ-!ȮȦȲȫȯȬȽȫȯ!ȲȬȯȣ!ȯ!ȳȯȭ-!ȫȡȫ!Ⱦȳȩ!ȩȨȭȦȮȦȮȩɀ!
ȭȯȤȴȳ!ȴȬȴȸȹ

ȩȳȽ!ȣȡȹ
!ȢȩȨȮȦȲ/!

_______________________________________________________
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ȂȯȬȽȹ
ȯȦ!ȲȰȡȲȩȢȯ!Ȩȡ!ȣȡȹ

Ȧ!ȣȱȦȭɀ!ȩ!Ȩȡ!ȳȯ-!ȸȳȯ!ȰȯȥȦȬȩȬȩȲȽ!Ȳȣȯȩȭ!
ȯȰȼȳȯȭ!ȣ!Ȱȱȯȭȼȹ

ȬȦȮȮȯȪ!ȨȯȮȦ/

ȍ
ȯȧȦȭ!Ȭȩ!ȭȼ!ȲȣɀȨȡȳȽȲɀ!Ȳ!ȣȡȭȩ-!ȦȲȬȩ!ȴ!ȮȡȲ!ȣȯȨȮȩȫȮȴȳ!ȣȯȰȱȯȲȼ!Ȱȯ!

Ȱȯȣȯȥȴ!ȣȡȹ
ȩȶ!ȯȳȣȦȳȯȣ!ȩȬȩ!ȭȼ!ȶȯȳȩȭ!ȯȢȲȴȥȩȳȽ!ȳȦȭȴ-!ȫȡȲȡȿ

Ⱥ
ȴȿ

Ȳɀ!
Ȱȱȯȭȼȹ

ȬȦȮȮȯȪ!ȨȯȮȼ@!ȆȲȬȩ!ȥȡ-!ȴȫȡȧ
ȩȳȦ-!Ȱȯȧ

ȡȬȴȪȲȳȡ-

ȉ
ȭɀ;!``````````````````

F.n
bjm;!``````````````````!!!!ȓȦȬȦȵȯȮ;!`````````````````!

Ȏ
ȡȹ

!ȫȯȮȳȡȫȳ;!kbn
jmzb/cbjcpA

hn
bjm/dpn
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6 Survey for citizens living near industrial zones

!
ȅȬɀ!ȭȮȯȤȩȶ!ȧ

ȩȳȦȬȦȪ!Ȃȩȹ
ȫȦȫȡ!Ȱȱȯȭȼȹ

ȬȦȮȮȼȦ!ȨȯȮȼ!
ȯȲȳȡȿ

ȳȲɀ!ȨȡȤȡȥȫȯȪ/!ȍ
ȼ!ȶȯȥȩȭ!ȩȬȩ!ȦȨȥȩȭ!Ȱȯ!ȴȬȩȷȦ!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ-!

ȮȦ!ȰȯȮȩȭȡɀ-!ȸȳȯ!ȰȱȯȩȲȶȯȥȩȳ!Ȩȡ!ȲȳȦȮȡȭȩ!ȩ!ȮȡȲȫȯȬȽȫȯ!ȣȡȧ
Ȯȼ!Ⱦȳȩ!

ȨȯȮȼ!ȥȬɀ!Ȯȡȹ
ȦȪ!ȾȫȯȮȯȭȩȫȩ/

!
Ȏ
ȦȢȯȬȽȹ

ȡɀ!ȫȯȭȡȮȥȡ!ȡȫȡȥȦȭȩȸȦȲȫȩȶ!ȡȱȶȩȳȦȫȳȯȱȯȣ!ȩ!
ȤȱȡȥȯȲȳȱȯȩȳȦȬȦȪ!Ȱȱȯȣȯȥȩȳ!ȩȲȲȬȦȥȯȣȡȮȩɀ!ȨȯȮ/!Ȏ

ȡȲ!ȩȮȳȦȱȦȲȴȿ
ȳ!

ȳȦȫȴȺ
ȩȦ!ȴȲȬȯȣȩɀ-!ȰȯȳȱȦȢȮȯȲȳȩ!ȱȡȢȯȳȯȥȡȳȦȬȦȪ!ȩ!ȣȯȨȭȯȧ

ȮȯȲȳȩ!
ȴȬȴȸȹ

ȦȮȩɀ!ȩȮȵȱȡȲȳȱȴȫȳȴȱȼ/!ȍ
ȼ!ȰȬȡȮȩȱȴȦȭ!ȯȰȴȢȬȩȫȯȣȡȳȽ!

ȮȦȢȯȬȽȹ
ȯȪ!ȥȯȫȬȡȥ!ȯ!ȨȯȮȡȶ-!ȸȳȯȢȼ!ȰȯȭȯȸȽ!ȬȩȥȦȱȡȭ!ȲȯȯȢȺ

ȦȲȳȣ-!
ȾȫȯȮȯȭȩȲȳȡȭ-!ȨȡȲȳȱȯȪȺ

ȩȫȡȭ!ȩ!ȰȱȡȣȩȳȦȬȽȲȳȣȦȮȮȼȭ!ȸȩȮȯȣȮȩȫȡȭ!
Ȭȴȸȹ

Ȧ!ȰȯȮɀȳȽ!ȣȡȧ
ȮȯȲȳȽ!ȨȯȮȼ!ȩ!
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ȫȡȫ!Ȣȼ!ȣȼ!ȯȷȦȮȩȬȩ!ȹ
ȴȭ!ȯȳ!ȴȬ/!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ!ȩ!ȰȱȦȥȰȱȩɀȳȩȪ!Ȱȯ!

ȹ
ȫȡȬȦ!ȯȳ!2!ȥȯ!6

4/!ȋȡȫ!Ȣȼ!ȯȷȦȮȩȬȩ!ȨȡȤȱȴȧȦȮȮȯȲȳȽ!ȴȬ/!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ!Ȱȯ!ȹ
ȫȡȬȦ!ȯȳ!2.6/

1   2   3   4   5

5//!ȋȡȫȯȪ!ȣȩȥ!ȳȱȡȮȲȰȯȱȳȡ!ȣȼ!ȣȩȥȩȳȦ!Ȱȯ!ȴȬȩȷȦ!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ@
ȬȦȤȫȯȣȡɀ!ȭȡȹ

ȩȮȡ!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ȢȯȬȽȹ
ȡɀ!ȤȱȴȨȯȣȡɀ!!ȭȡȹ

ȩȮȡ!!!!!!!!
ȭȡȬȦȮȽȫȡɀ!ȤȱȴȨȯȣȡɀ!ȭȡȹ

ȩȮȡ!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ȭȡȱȹ
ȱȴȳȫȡ!!!!!!!!!ȡȣȳȯȢȴȲ

8/Ȃȴȥȴȸȩ!ȰȦȹ
ȫȯȭ!ȰȯȰȡȥȡȬȩ!Ȭȩ!ȣȼ!ȣ!ȡȣȡȱȩȩ@

_______________________________________
9/!ȆȲȬȩ!ȣȼ!ȧ

ȩȣȦȳȦ!ȰȯȢȬȩȨȯȲȳȩ!ȴȬ/!ȌȽȣȡ!ȓȯȬȲȳȯȤȯ!ȩ!ȰȱȯȭȨȯȮ-!ȫȡȫ!Ȣȼ!
ȯȷȦȮȩȬȩ!ȹ

ȴȭ!Ȱȯ!ȹ
ȫȡȬȦ!ȯȳ!2!ȥȯ!6@




